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ST. ELIZABETH'S CHURCH, City of Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, 
Pennsylvania 


St. Elizabeth's Church is a red brick structure 
located at 16th and Mifflin Streets in South Philadelphia. 
In 1963, the congregation celebrated the 75th Anniversary 
of its organization. Though a small congregation, 

St. Elizabeth's appears to be actively involved in 

a ministry to the people of its area. A ministry to 
the United States Naval Hospital in Philadelphia is 
a vital part of its ministry. 


Particular comments on details of the history of 
the congregation, and a description of the church properties 
are not possible at this time since the congregation 


. did not submit a Church Self-Study Form. 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


The ministry of St. Elizabeth's Church is concentrated 
in the South Philadelphia area. For the purposes of 
this Study, however, an arbitrary parish area has been 
assigned for the congregation. In conformity with 
existing United States Census Bureau divisions, this 
area comprises Census Tracts 26-A, C, D, E, 36-B, and 
48-A. St. Elizabeth's Church is located in Census 
Tract 26-D. The total population of this arbitrarily 
assigned parish area was 64,168 persons in 1960. 


Census Tract 26-D had a 17.0% population decline 
during the 1950 to 1960 decade, from 13,621 persons in 
£950 tö 11,311 in 1960, (Of the 1960 population, children 
14 years of age and over were 23.4%, adults 65 years 
of age and over were 12.3% and non-whites were 24.0%. 

The median family income for the census tract was 
$5,509.00. Approximately 68.6% of the residents occupied 
the same dwellings during 1955 to 1960. 
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Similar data on the remaining census tracts in the 
parish area are available in the following chart. 
Special attention is called to the high percentage 
of senior citizens in the area, especially in 
Census Tract 26-D which had 12.3%. It will also 
be noted that non-whites were a very substantial 
proportion of the residents, the highest percentages 
being in Census Tract 26-A, with 83.8%, followed 
by 26-B, with 79.4%, and by 26=D,with 24.0%. 
Returning to the senior citizens, it is felt that 
whenever this segment of the population constitutes 
10% or more, a congregation should be alert to 
opportunities for providing a specialized ministry 
to these individuals. 


CENSUS POPULATION % % % % 
TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE 14 & 65 & NON-WHITE 
en ee ee T Oe ee ee ee ee 
26-D 13,621 11,311 170 23.4 ib ae 24.0 - 
26-E NA 17,403 ----- 23.2 10.0 0.1 
26-A NA 3,854 =---- 24.7 l8 83.8 
26—-C 9,070 7,641 -15.8 17.6 11.9 10.1 
36-B NA 9,998 ----- 28.2 10.5 79.4 
48-A NA 13,961 ----- 24.8 16.3 Osl 
Totals: 64,168 22659 
CENSUS NON-WHITE POP. % MED. RES IDENCE 
TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE FAMILY 1955-60 m 

INCOME in 
26-D 2,044 2,717 32.9 $5,509 68.6 
26-E NA 26 ---- 5,939 71.7 
26-A NA 3,230 ---- 4,510 BT ok 
26=C 508 774 52.4 5,692 69.7 
36-B NA 7,941 ---= 4,394 67.2 
48-A NA 19 ---—- 5,780 Fiat 
Total: 14,707 
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Information is also available on the education of adults 
25 years of age and over residing in the parish area 

in 1960. In Census Tract 26-D, high school graduates 
comprised 13.9% of the population, college graduates 
were 1.8%,and 2.8% had received from one to three years 
of college training. The median educational level 

of this census tract was 8.6 years. 


The median age for males was 35.1 years and the 
median age for females was 36.5 years. 


Data on the additional census tracts in the parish 
area appear in the chart below. It will be noted that 
the median educational level in almost every tract 
was less than nine years. The median ages for both 
males and females was in the 30-year bracket. 


CENSUS EDUCATION OF ADULTS 25 
TRACT YEARS OF AGE AND OVER 


% % % Med. Median Age 
HS. College College Educ. Ma Fa 
Grad. 1~3) Yrs. Grad. 
26-D 13.9 Pao 1.8 8.6 Sed 36.5 
26-E 19.2 2,6 Sail 8.9 3348 35.6 
26-A 11.8 Bud 1.4 Ba? 35.6 ee 
26-C 14.3 2.4 2.46 8.6 333 38:6 
36-B Liss 1.4 List B.5 32.6 ce ie 
48—A 18. 0 Bee 1.8 8.8 Dead 3546 


This Study located a total of 739 persons oriented 
to the Episcopal Church. These individuals represented 1.2% 
of the area's 1960 population of 64,168 persons. Among 
the Episcopalians, 203, or 27.5%, were directly associated 
with St. Elizabeth's Church, and constituted 32.0% of the 
congregation's total baptized membership of 634 persons. 
The highest concentration of Episcopalians existed in 
Census Tract 36-B, with 210, followed by Census Tract 
26—-E, with 209. 
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Parish membership was highest in Census Tract 26-E, 
followed by Census Tract 26-D. Membership was lowest 
in Census Tract 26-A. The foregoing population 
characteristics are contained in the following chart: 


CENSUS TOTAL TOTAL % OF TOTAL % 
TRACT POP. EPIS. POP. PARISH EPIS. 
EPIS. MEMB. MEMB. 
26-D 2 ly SAA 101 0.9 44 435 
26—E 17,403 209 D2 59 28.2 
26-A 3,854 42 Tol 2 4.8 
26-C 7,64l 61 0.8 40 65.6 
36-B 9,998 210 2al 17 Bal 
48-A 13,961 116 0.8 41 cio 
Totals: 64,168 739 wal 203 27-45 


% 
PARISH 
MEMB. 
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THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


This portion of the Study is usually devoted 
to an analysis of the congregation's program as 
outlined in the Church Self-Study Form prepared by 
the General Division of Research and Field Study. 
Since this congregation did not submit this form, 
an analysis of the program is not possible at this 
time. 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP FROM MAPS 


The membership map submitted by this congregation 
locates a total of 634 persons who look to St. 
Elizabeth's Church for spiritual ministrations. 

Of this number, 44 persons, or 6.9%, resided in 

Census Tract 26-D, the site of St. Elizabeth's 

Church. Further details on the membership distribution 
pattern for the congregation appear in the table on 

the following page. 


SET So Ret: |: 


MEMBERSHIP DISTRIBUTION TABLE S-6 


PARISH PHILADELPHIA ST ELISABETHS 
CENSUS TRACT NUMBER OF ge aes 
OR AREA MAPPED MEMBERS MAPPED MEMBERSHIP 
a a ee oe 
MON CO UN 5 aS 
iB 39 62 
1C 2 á | 36 | 
2A 8 Lie 
2B L9 30 | 
9B T. 2 Ee 
250p 2 3 
26A 2 3 
26C 40 613 
x 26D 44 69 
26E 59 os 
26 80 126 
30C 8 12 
6 A 1 1 
368 4117 2g 
6 ae i A eee 
TEME ii 7 LA 
6 “Ot 
9 
398 19 30 | 
390 313 Se | 
39 F 3 
O 6 25 
44E 1 R 
W. D a 
46B 7 1 
16 5 
B 9 @ 
48D 2 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 


Statistics for this portion of the Study were 
compiled from the Journals of the Diocese for every 
fifth year beginning in 1940, on through 1960, and for 
the consecutive three-year period thereafter. 


During the 1950 to 1960 decade, the baptized 
membership, communicant strength and the church school 
enrollment of this congregation all declined. Baptized 
membership decreased by 42.4%, from 276 in 1950 to 
159 in 1960. During the ensuing three-year period, 
baptized membership has fluctuated. Communicant 
strength decreased by 45.6%, from 171 in 1950 to 
93 in 1960. It likewise followed a fluctuating pattern 
in the ensuing three-year span. Church school enrollment 
has been on the decrease since 1950 to the present. 


During the three-year span under consideration, 
1961-1963, 95 persons were baptized and 21 confirmed 
at St. Elizabeth's Church. The average ratios of 
baptisms and confirmations to the communicant strength 
during this period were 28.7% and 6.3%, respectively, 
The percentage of baptisms to the communicant strength 
is unusually high, primarily because of the low number 
of communicants in the congregation. For purposes 
of comparison, the averages for the Philadelphia County 
churches were 3.5% and 3.4%,while the diocesan averages 
were 3.9% and 4.1% for the same period. 


Total reported expenditures during the 1961 to 
63 period amounted to $22,341.00. Of this amount, 
St. Elizabeth's spent $2,184.00, or 9.8%, for extra- 
parochial purposes. The corresponding Philadelphia County 
average was 11.3% while the diocesan average for the 
same period was 14.9%. 
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Per communicant expenditures at St. Elizabeth's 
averaged $67.50 for the three-year period, as compared 
with $86.66 for Philadelphia County and $73.71 for 
the Diocese. 


Extra-parochial expenditures at St. Elizabeth's 
averaged $6.60. The corresponding Philadelphia County 
and the diocesan averages were $10.02 and $10.45, 
respectively. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


mna ST, ELISABETH DHILADELPN IA 
conr PHILADELPHIA DIOCESE PENNSYLVAW/A 


pf aso | ass | 1950| 1955| 960 | 196r | /¥62| 


E al afe a e aeea 
Members Ha 276 197 || #70 

| Commnicants | | ysl HA Slaa p” ns Pa 
amare Schot =a TEPIP 


CRE rA eae eee 
E u a dase 
femal tl tlie tel ot 


Percentage of 
= SES 
Parochial 
Expenditures 1 | § 570 | 6,722 | 7026 | 8,741 | 5, 734|6,204|C42° | 777 
Special Par. ia 
Expenditures 2 760 [4121 [43 1329214798 LIN | 735° 
Extra-parochial 
Expenditures 3 SF6| 550 | 6% Ms |t030| 475/7 >] 477 
a= psc 
Expenditures 7,020 | 8393 | 3933 | /2,74R|10,9722.| 9,000 | 2,537| 5 Fo 
Expenditures ? 
per Communicant | 29/3 | 53.70 |5/.45 |/03.4%|//7.44| 76. PRN 74.23| Fl F2 


Extra-parochial ; 
Seer ae Ja 2.4i FSI A OL NIS MZIO 4.66 | 15.27 4.62. 


X GCORES EstymarTve 
l Includes clergy salary, current expense, pension premium, and Diocesan assessment. 
2 Special parish purposes, including capital expenditures. 


3 Includes Church's Program, special outside. 


405167-R&FS 5/20704 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGATION 


Information obtained from the Episcopal Census 
conducted for St. Elizabeth's Church was insufficient 
to permit a valid statistical analysis of the 
Characteristics and the potential of the congregation. 
The following paragraphs are, therefore, intended 
merely to highlight certain aspects of the census. 


A total of 106 persons is tabulated on the age 
and sex chart of the census. Of this number, 58 
were male and 48 were female. There were 22 children 
under 10 years of age, 16 older children and teen-agers, 
10 adults in their 20's, 10 adults in their 30's, 
22 adults in their 40's, six adults in their 50's, 11 
adults in their 60's, and nine adults were 70 years 
of age and over. 


There were 89 persons who reported on their 
occupations. Of this number, 41 were in the gainfully 
employed category. Of this. group, clerical workers 
was the largest, with 10, followed by professional 
workers, service workers, and servicemen, with six each. 
Among the 48 non-gainfully employed, students were the 
largest, with 19, followed by housewives, with Six. 


Of 114 respondents, 113 were baptized and one 
was not. Among the baptized, 70 were Communicants 
and 43 were not. 


There were 64 members who reported on their length 
of membership in the congregation. Of this group, 
26 have been members less than five years, 15 from five 
to nine years, four from 10 to 19 years, and 19 persons 
have been members 20 years or more. 
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There were 13 non-members among the respondents. 
Roman Catholics were the largest group, with 11. 


A total of 68 adults 25 years of age and over 
reported on their education. Of this group, five 
were college graduates, 10 had received from one to 
three years of college training, 21 were high school 
graduates, 12 had received from one to three years 
of high school training, 11 had received from five to 
eight years of elementary éducation, and one had 
received from one to four years of elementary training. 


Vora EN ST Poe 


A 
Q 


DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


ST. ELISABETH'S CHURCH, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Since St. Elisabeth's Church did not submit 
a Church Self-Study Form it is not possible to 
offer any discussion or recommendations at the 
present time. Should this church desire to complete 


PH-52 its Self-Study the General Division of Research and 
HB/sk Field Study would be happy to process this Study and 
Į make the recommendations as time permits in the 
future. 


